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The Prizes program celebrates achievements in the arts, honouring the 

excellence, resourcefulness, and imagination of individuals, groups, and 

organizations working in Manitoba. 

Deadlines 
MAC accepts nominations for the Manitoba Arts Award of Distinction during the 

odd years. Nominations for all other prizes are accepted during the even years. 

December 15, 2021 - Manitoba Arts Award of Distinction only 

December 15, 2022 - All prizes except for the Manitoba Arts Award of Distinction 

Notification of results 
Within three months after the deadline 

Prize categories 
MAC accepts nominations in the following five categories: 

• Manitoba Arts Award of Distinction recognizes the highest level of artistic 

excellence and contributions to the development of the arts in Manitoba 

by professional artists and arts/cultural professionals 

• Connecting Creative Communities recognizes professional arts groups 

and organizations for exceptional collaboration 

• Emerging Excellence recognizes emerging artists for their achievements 

and potential  

• Indigenous Full Circle recognizes Indigenous artists or Knowledge Keepers 

for their achievements 

• Rural Recognition recognizes rural artists, arts groups, or arts organizations 

for their achievements 

Grant amount 
Manitoba Arts Award of Distinction: $30,000 

All other prizes: $10,000 per prize 

Nominee - who can be nominated  
Manitoba Arts Award of Distinction 

• Professional artists 

• Indigenous Knowledge Keepers 

• Arts/cultural professionals 
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Connecting Creative Communities 

• Professional arts groups  

• Professional arts organizations  

 

Emerging Excellence 

• Professional artists 

Indigenous Full Circle 

• Indigenous professional artists 

• Indigenous Knowledge Keepers 

Rural Recognition 

• Professional artists 

• Professional arts groups 

• Professional arts organizations 

Note: For each prize category, only one nomination per candidate is allowed to 

be submitted. Candidates may only receive a prize once per category. 

Nominator– who can nominate 
Individuals, groups, or organizations that have no conflict of interest with the 

nominee 

Assessment – how decisions are made 
Your application to the Prizes program will be assessed by a peer assessment jury 

on the following criteria: 

• Artistic merit  

• Impact  

Note: Refer to the Peer Assessment Handbook for more information. 

Resources  
To get in touch with the appropriate program consultant, to get technical 

assistance, or to request Accessibility financial assistance, contact our Help Desk 

during our regular business hours (8:30-4:30, Monday to Friday). If the deadline you 

are applying to falls on a weekend, please get in touch with us before the end of 

our business hours. 

If you are Deaf or living with a disability or mental illness, you may be eligible to 

receive funds to contribute to costs for disability-related supports and services.  

https://artscouncil.mb.ca/grants/peer-assessment/
https://artscouncil.mb.ca/grants/accessibility/
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The role of MAC Program Consultants is to provide support to our grant applicants. If 

you are looking for help with your application, a consultant can meet with you to 

discuss your proposed project or review parts of your application. Consultations are 

in high demand closer to the application deadline, so we suggest you contact us 

as soon as possible.  

Help Desk 

Phone: 204-945-2237 

Toll-Free: 1-866-994-2787 

Email: helpdesk@artscouncil.mb.ca  

 

  

mailto:helpdesk@artscouncil.mb.ca
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Application content 
MAC now receives grant applications through our Online Application System.  

In order to apply, you will need to have a valid profile in the Online Application 

System. 

1. Nominee information 
You will be asked provide contact information and resume/curriculum vitae, 

biography, or organizational profile of the nominee.  

2. Acceptance of nomination 
The individual, group, or organization that you are nominating for a prize 

needs to accept the nomination. Provide the nominee with the Acceptance 

of Nomination form and invite them to fill it out and sign it. Attach the 

completed form to your nomination. 

3. Project information 
You will be asked to provide details on the type of prize that you are 

submitting a nomination for and the artistic discipline(s) most relevant to this 

nomination. 

In addition, you will be asked to address the following: 

• Describe why the nominee should receive the award. Address the impact 

that the prize will have on the nominee and their community, if applicable. 

(750 words) 

• Additional information that has not been asked that is essential to 

understanding your application (250 words) 

4. References 
You will be asked include two references for the nominee. 

5. Support materials 
Support material should be samples of current work/activities relevant to your 

grant application; it may include the work/activities of other key artists or 

partners. You may choose to include earlier work/activities to provide a 

context for your application. 

You will be asked to submit a minimum of one, and up to a maximum of 

three items of support material. 
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The following count as one item: 

• up to 5 digital images OR 

• up to 15 pages of text OR  

• up to 4 minutes of audio or video 

For instance, your three items can be a total of 15 images, or 45 pages of 

text, or 12 minutes of audio/video. But you can also submit a combination of 

images, text, and recordings, as long as it falls within the limits. 

You will be asked to describe how the support material relates to this 

application. 
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Assessor review questions 

Your application will be assessed by a committee composed of fellow artists 

and arts professionals. They will use the following statements established for this 

program to make their decisions.  Assessors will only consider those statements 

that apply directly to your project. Every effort is made to ensure that 

applications are assessed fairly. MAC accepts the decisions of the jury as final. 

1. The nominee is recognized for innovation and resourcefulness 

2. The nominee is recognized for commitment to an artistic practice (for 

individuals) and an art form (for organizations) 

3. The nominee is recognized for achievements in the arts 

4. The work of the nominee has artistic value 

5. The work of the nominee is respectful of cultural integrity.  

• Consult the resource page to learn more about MAC's understanding of 

cultural integrity.   

6. Receipt of this prize will contribute to the nominee’s development as an artist 

or an organization 

7. Receipt of the prize will strengthen the nominee’s ability to fulfill their 

mandate and artistic vision 

8. Receipt of the prize will benefit the artistic community in Manitoba 

9. Receipt of the prize will make a difference to the recipient’s future 

 

https://artscouncil.mb.ca/grants/resources/cultural-integrity/
https://artscouncil.mb.ca/grants/resources/cultural-integrity/

